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THE SJI  
CONNECTS  
PHILANTHROPISTS  
AND  
SOCIAL JUSTICE 
PROJECTS  
TO EFFECT REAL 
AND LASTING 
CHANGE
Philanthropists partner with the  
SJI to invest in South African  
civil society organisations that 
positively transform the lives of 
communities and advocate for 
private and public accountability,  
fair access to constitutional rights, 
better delivery of services and a 
stronger democracy. 
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R50 m

R16 m

R34 m

SOUTH AFRICAN  
PHILANTHROPISTS

AP MATCH 
FUNDS RECEIVED

TOTAL

2

FUNDS 
RAISED 
APRIL  
2014 – 2016 

The SJI aims to raise   
R100-million in 2016 from 
South Africans.

20 
SOCIAL JUSTICE
ORGANISATIONS

SUPPORTED 

Atlantic Philanthropies 
(AP), a US based 
foundation, has committed 
a R31-million match fund to 
the SJI until 2017.  
The fund enables the SJI to 
increase by 50% every R1 
raised from South African 
philanthropists.
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Foster and enhance 
philanthropic best 

practices in the area  
of social justice

Identify  
innovative social justice 
projects and campaigns

Become the “go-to”  
information source  

for social justice  
philanthropy

Nurture the growth of 
a sustainability fund to 
ensure the long-term 

functioning of the 
social justice sector in  

South Africa

Promote the 
responsible use of 

funds

Facilitate 
the collaboration of social 

justice organisations to 
make a greater and more 

sustainable  
impact

THE SJI’S COMMITMENT  
TO PHILANTHROPISTS
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SJI FOCUS 
AREAS
•  CIVIC ENGAGEMENT  

Support for a free media and the protection 
of rights, information access, and education 
on rural democracy, LGBTI rights, and 
migrant rights.

•  GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY  
Social activism which focuses on institution 
building, and promoting accountability 
and transparency in the public and private 
sectors. 

•  CRIME PREVENTION AND SAFETY    
Advocating for equitable and independent 
institutions and systems promoting safety, 
including a fair and effective criminal justice 
system. 

•  CONSTITUTIONALISM AND THE 
STRENGTHENING OF INSTITUTIONS OF 
DEMOCRACY   
Ensuring government and citizens uphold 
the Constitution. Educating citizens about 
the role and importance of the institutions 
set up to defend democracy. 

HOW WE DISBURSE 
FUNDS RAISED

The SJI promotes the responsible use of 
funds and works in two ways with social 
justice philanthropists. 

We disburse funds through reputable 
grantmakers including the DG Murray 
Trust, Oxfam South Africa, Millenium Trust, 
The Other Foundation and HIVOS. They 
have established relationships with social 
justice organisations that have a proven 
track record of driving social change. The 
grantmakers conduct due diligence and 
monitoring and evaluation processes on 
the SJI’s behalf. 

OR, we advise and directly connect 
philanthropists with social justice projects 
of their interest. The SJI will promote 
accountable use of the funds it facilitates 
between the philanthropists and social 
justice organisations. 

Philanthropists can also contribute to 
the Social Justice Sustainability Fund, an 
endowment the SJI is growing to create 
long-term investment in social justice 
projects.

Philanthropists donate through the SJI.  
Funds are disbursed by SJI grant makers to 
social justice projects. (More community– 
based organisations are reached through 

this option).

The SJI directly 
connects a 

philanthropist to a 
social justice project

THE DISBURSEMENT OF FUNDS 
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PHILANTHROPIST

SOCIAL 
JUSTICE 

PROJECT

Philanthropists 
invest in the SJI 

sustainability fund.
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PHILANTHROPIST

SUSTAINABILITY
FUND

PHILANTHROPIST

SOCIAL 
JUSTICE 

PROJECT

GRANT MAKER
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THE SOCIAL JUSTICE 
WORK WE SEEK 
FUNDING FOR

Violence manifests strongly in most crimes 
committed in South Africa, undermining 
social cohesion and threatening the safety 
of residents and visitors.

The SJI has partnered with a consortium 
of nine organisations working towards 
shifting policy thinking and undertaking 
interventions on violence prevention and 

safety. Interventions include research and 
policy inputs with the aim of transforming 
the institutions and systems responsible 
for violence prevention and safety. SJI 
is supporting the consortium’s goal of 
establishing safe spaces in order to unlock 
the potential for growth and development in 
South Africa. 

THE  
STRENGTHENING  
OF DEMOCRACY

Public participation in the selection 
of the leadership of the six institutions 
established by Chapter 9 of the South 
African Constitution has been limited over 
the years. These are institutions located 
outside government with the power to 
investigate governmental affairs on behalf 
of citizens. 

The SJI plans to strengthen initiatives 
that will create avenues for civil society to 
have a voice in the appointment of the 
leadership of Chapter 9 institutions. One 

such campaign is led by SA’s Corruption 
Watch. The Bua Mzansi (Speak South 
Africa) campaign aims to ensure that 
the appointment of the new Public 
Protector occurs in the public spotlight 
and that existing avenues for the public 
to participate in this process are exploited 
and new ones created. If it succeeds, 
this campaign will stand as a model for 
future public participation initiatives led 
by civil society to increase their influence 
on the governance processes of Chapter 9 
institutions. 

THE  PROMOTION  
OF SAFETY AND  
SOCIAL COHESION 

PRIORITIES
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More than two decades into democracy, 
the legacy of apartheid continues to shape 
the way people experience their rights. 
There is still a need for every South African 
to know the progressive rights afforded to 
them by their Constitution. Constitutional 
literacy remains vital. 

The SJI supports organisations that enable 
access to rights education. The Know 
Your Constitution Campaign is one such 
initiative, spurred on by the collaboration 
of 20 civil society organisations. The 
campaign saw the launch of a mobile 
application, available on all types of phones, 

which provides access to the Constitution 
in eleven languages. The SJI also wants 
to support initiatives like Fundza’s Rights 
Project which has brought the Constitution 
to life in exciting ways. The Rights Project 
involves the publishing of a series of 

powerful, real life stories aimed specifically 

at teens and young adults. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  
RIGHTS EDUCATION  

Social justice work in South Africa has 
in the past received the majority of 
funding from foreign governments and 
international foundations. This funding 
has gradually diminished for a number 
of reasons, challenging social justice 
organisations to relook at sustainable 
sources and methods of funding. 
The SJI, registered in 2013, advocates for 
strategic giving to projects that effectively 

address the root causes of inequality and 
drive systemic change. There are more 
than 150 non-profits that work to protect 
and promote the Constitutional rights 
of individuals and communities.  It is the 
SJI’s mission to ensure that transformative 
projects are sustained and local 
philanthropists can support and work 
with these organisations to deepen South 
Africa’s democracy.

More than two decades into 
democracy, the legacy of 
apartheid continues to shape the 
way people experience their rights. 

PRIORITIES

LOCAL PHILANTHROPY  
AND THE SUSTAINABILITY OF  
SOCIAL JUSTICE INITIATIVES
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ADVANCING 
RURAL 
DEMOCRACY 

MEDIA AND 
CIVIL SOCIETY 
STRENGTHENING   
SA’S DEMOCRACY 

A collective of organisations have come 
together to defend rural land rights and 
democracy against the onslaught of new 
laws and policies undermining the land and 
political rights of people living in the former 
Bantustans, home to over 18 million of the 
poorest South Africans. 

The rural democracy project includes 
the University of Cape Town’s Land and 
Accountability Research Centre (LARC) 
and the Alliance for Rural Democracy 
(ARD), a network of over 20 predominantly 
rural Non-Governmental and Community-
Based Organisations. The organisations are 
currently working with rural communities 
to influence changes in rural legislation 
and policy to defend the interests of the 
communities. The SJI secured over R20-
million to boost the rural democracy 
project’s efforts.

In 2011, investigative journalists from 
the Mail and Guardian and City Press 
newspapers exposed the unusually 
large expenditure invested to improve 
the private homestead of President 
Jacob Zuma in Nkandla, KwaZulu-
Natal. The President had consistently 
denied pilfering state coffers for his 
home renovations, but the perseverance 
of the strong independent media, civil 
society organisations and opposition 
political parties finally resulted in the 
matter being taken to the Constitutional 
Court. In 2016, the court concluded that 
a reasonable percentage of the cost of 
non-security upgrades to the President’s 
home be paid back to the state. 

A robust social justice focussed 
civil society continues to call for the 
President and government to uphold 
the Constitution and effectively address 
corruption.  

EXAMPLES 
OF SOCIAL 
JUSTICE 
ACTIVISM

SETTING AN 
INTERNATIONAL  
LAW PRECEDENT  

Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir, who 
has been indicted in connection with Darfur 
atrocities, including on charges of genocide, 
has an outstanding warrant of arrest from the 
International Criminal Court (ICC). The South 
African government allowed him to attend 
the African Union summit in Johannesburg in 
2015. His visit prompted the Southern African 
Litigation Centre Trust (SALC) to launch an 
application and obtain an emergency order of 
arrest from the High Court. 

Meanwhile, the government allowed  
Mr Bashir to leave on claims that he had 
immunity as the head of the member state. 
The government challenged the order 
of arrest through the Supreme Court of 

Appeal (SCA). The SCA found that the 
government’s actions were unlawful 

and its conduct “disgraceful.” The 
case and judgement were 

precedent-setting. 
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BOARD MEMBERS
The governing board of the  
Social Justice Initiative is chaired by acclaimed 
human rights lawyer Geoffrey Budlender, SC, and 
experienced civil society activists and funders 
including Georgina Jaffee, Audrey Elster, Dugan 
Fraser and business woman Wendy Luhabe. 

CONNECT
Bongiwe Mlangeni
CEO, The Social Justice Initiative
Landline: +27 11 759 4221
Cellphone: +27 82 793 1200
Website: www.sji.org.za

DONATE 
Social Justice Initiative
Investec Bank
100 Grayston Drive, Sandown
Sandton, 2195
Bank Account number: 50007539031
Swift Code: IVESZAJJXXX



BECOME A  
SOCIAL JUSTICE  

PHILANTHROPIST 

VISIT WWW.SJI.ORG.ZA 

LIKE US  
https://www.facebook.com/ 

SocialJusticeInitiativeSA

FOLLOW  
@SocialJusticeSA 


